
13S Bob Jantzen (“bob”) SA 370 tel: 610–519–7335

e-mail: robert.jantzen@villanova.edu web: html://www.homepage.villanova.edu/robert.jantzen
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MWF/Th M T W Th F Rm

9:30–10:20 MAT5600-01 MAT5600-01 MAT5600-01 M G87
10:30–11:20/12:00–12:50 MAT2500-01 MAT2500-01 MAT2500-01 MAT2500-01 M G87/JB208
11:30–12:20/1:00-1:50 Office Office Office Office SA370

2:00–3:00 AOffice AOffice SA370

If your schedule is not completely compatible with these office hours chosen to serve as many students as
possible, appointments can be made by request at the end of class or by email. Drop-ins welcome.
“AOffice” = almost office hour (usually in but check first, same for lunch).

MATH 5600: Differential Geometry

Textbook on-line: dr bob’s elementary differential geometry
http://www.homepage.villanova.edu/robert.jantzen/courses/mat5600/

Course structure: This will be a nonconventional course following the online text with students interacting
with bob in class over the assigned reading, and bob introducing the new material. The on-line class
log will record the daily activities and the suggested reading. Homework will consist of working some
of the problems in the text, often at the choice of the student, in order to acquire a working knowledge
of the concepts discussed there. Each student should keep a neat orderly collection (portfolio) of their
worked problems for discussion with bob in office hours when necessary and is encouraged to discuss those
problems with other students in the course in the spirit of cooperative learning. For a midterm and final
grade, a take home problem set will be assigned to show an individual student’s progress. These problems
will be done individually. Letter grades will be assigned in as intelligent a fashion as possible, based on an
impression of absolute and relative performance.

In class tips: Don’t try to write down everything without being able to digest it while it is being discussed.
Instead try to understand what I say as I say it and capture the ideas rather than stumbling in the details.
Ask a question or slow me up if you are confused. If you don’t, you are wasting an opportunity to do
better. Communicate with me, during class or at least after class. Tell me what is unclear, including in
the on-line text.


